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NICHOLAS PROWSE 1825-1884 

Nicholas Prowse was born in May 1825 at Torquay, Devon, He was baptised in June, the second of 
ten known children of Nicholas Prowse and Susanna, née Bedlake.  His father was a mariner, as 
was his grandfather Samuel, who was involved with fishing oƯ Newfoundland, and whose son 
Robert (Nicholas’s uncle) was the founding father of the notable Newfoundland line of Prowses. 

Nicholas’ married Elizabeth Grace Stevens in July 1855.  The couple had three daughters and two 
sons, one of whom died in infancy.  The other son was also named Nicholas.  Elizabeth died in 1864 
while the family was at Greenwich.   Following her death the family relocated to the Liverpool area. 

Nicholas remarried in January 1871 to Elizabeth Ann Fairfield, spinster, who was a portrait artist.  
They had four children, two sons and two daughters.   

Nicholas had a prominent career as a Master Mariner with, arguably his most notable achievement 
being the captaincy of Brunel’s S.S. Great Eastern on her maiden voyage.  Nicholas died at Liverpool 
in May 1884.  What follows are letters written as testimony to Nicholas’s skills as a Mariner. 
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