The 2011 Southampton UK, Prouse/Prowse Reunion

PROUZ ‘PROUSE, .PROWSE
SHELD <r ARMS w1 PARISH CHURCH . CHAGFOID, CO. DEVON..

(69_5 &JSQ,TL Tsimse—w—

L

A Romp
Through
Eleven Centuries

of
Prouse/Prowse
Ancestry




Slide #1:

Slide #2:

Slide #3:

Slide #4:

A ROMP THROUGH 1000 YEARS of PROWSE/PROUSE ANCESTRY
by Susan Prowse Tako

Presented at the Southampton, UK, Prowse Reunion — September 2-4, 2011

PART 1 - EARLY NORMAN/ENGLISH ROOTS:

PROWSE SHIELD: As a family. we are very fortunate in having such a rich legacy
handed down to us throughout the last 1000 years or so, & I hope — in this presentation
today - to not only condense the wealth of information that we share with family
members world wide, but to also romp through eleven centuries of Prowse legends.
concentrating first on our early Norman roots & then on our family's naval & military
heroes. & also giving you a brief tour of some of our family's ancestral homes.

As for our Prowse ancestry, | am reminded of a story of a little girl who asks her father,
the age-old question. dreaded by all parents. "Dad. where do we all come from?” & he
answers, “Well, in the seginning. there was God and he made Adam & Eve and they had
children, and from them came all of mankind”. A few days later, the little girl asked her
mother the same quest on, and her Mom answered, “Well, we are all descended from
monkeys™! By now, th s little girl is very confused and she stomps back to her Dad &
says. “How come you said we are descended from Adam and Eve, and Mom says we
are descended from monkeys?”. Oh, that's easy to explain,” says her Dad. “I was talking

about my side of the family........coviiiiiiiii !

Back in 2006. | was truly honored to be able to present our family history story at the
Church of the Latter Dzy Saints Library — the LDS Library - in Salt Lake City. Utah,
which as you know. is the Mecca of Genealogy. My sister, Anne Cash. flew over from
the UK. together with our very own Mary Prowse, & we joined Elmer Larson, the
guiding light of that Reunion, and several of our American and Canadian family
members in an unforgettable 3 days of events and celebration. including a magnificent
concert by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. Many of you met Elmer at or 2004 Plymouth
Reunion & were charmed, as | was, by his engaging personality. The presentation I am
giving today has grown considerably from the one I presented at that time in Salt Lake
City. so much so that | have divided this talk into 2 parts. entitled “Early
Norman/English Roots™ & “Heroes™.

Before we start our program today. I do need to WARN you that much of our early
family history is very murky indeed and fraught with errors. Take everything you read
on line or in early manuscripts with a pinch of salt! What I will tell you today is what 1,
& other Prowse family historians. believe to be the most logical interpretation of all the
sources researched so far. Much is still unknown and the research continues.........
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Slide #5: Things began to get very interesting for our family in 1066. althcugh our known story

goes back even further, at least back to the days of Rollo the Northman. the 1* Duke of
Normandy. who reigned in the early 10" century (911-927).

Slide #6: There are many questions about our ancestors......some of which are listed here &
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which [ intend to answer today........

Who was buried in the wrong location & what was done about it?

Which of our ancestors impersonated a King? And why?

Which one of our ancestors played with fire?

Who was press-ganged & promised a commission in the British Navy if he kept quiet about it?
Who guarded the exiled Napoleon Bonaparte at St. Helena?

Who are Prowse Place in London & Prowse Farm & Prowse Point Cemetery in Normandy
named for?

Which one of our ancestors fell through the floor in his bathtub & lived to become President of

the United States?
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As most of you are aware.the PROWSE or De PREAUX family originated in
NORMANDY & came over to England with William the Conqueror in 1066. Here they
are setting out from Normandy. on their conquest of England. as depicted in the
Bayeaux Tapestry.

Originally, our family rame was De PREAUX. which literally means 'from' or 'of’
Preaux, which is a small canton or district, a couple of kilometers northeast of Rouen

in Normandy. However. there are at least 3 other Preaux's that we are aware of, some of
which are shown on this map of Normandy in the time of William the Conqueror, so this
opens up some interesting speculation! I firmly believe, as did my grandfather. Arthur
Bancks Prowse, that the Preaux. NE of Rouen, is “our™ original family seat.

Note the position of this Preaux on the map & also the location of CAILLY, just to the

NW of it, because Cailly seems to be one of the important missing links in our family
story!
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Our family name changed through the centuries from De Preaux to the LATIN forms of

PROBUS and PRATELLIS in the 12" century, and then to PROUZ, with a 'Z'. and
PROUS. ending in's', in the 13" century. and finally to the modern forms of PROWSE
with a 'w', and PROUSE with an 'u' in the early 1500's.

Most of the knowledge that we have about our family history came from my
grandfather, ARTHUR BANCKS PROWSE (ABP). of Bristol. in England. He was a
physician and a surgeon by career, but one of his many hobbies was that of genealogy &
he amassed a wealth o information during his lifetime, traveling around the west of
England copying down every available piece of information that he could find in court
records, and wills, & from any other source that he could lay hands on.



Origins of the Family Name

De PREAUX meaning ‘of’ or ‘from’ Preaux

Changed to the Latin forms of PROBUS &
PRATELLIS in the 12" century

Changes to PROUZ — with a ‘z’, and PROUS —
with an ‘s’, by the 13™ century

Finally changed to PROWSE, or PROUSE in the
early 1500’s.

Arthur Bancks Prowse, M.D., FRCS, (1856 — 1925)
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Unfortunately, | have not been able to verify the distinguished Norman link from
EUDO De PREAUX, that my grandfather, ABP. favored. although it is true that Eudo
died at the Castle of Przaux in 1120. We think he was only “in possession™ of the castle
in his lifetime, probably as a reward for services rendered to William the Conqueror or
to his son, William Rufus. but that he did not inherit the castle. nor was able to pass it on
to his heirs.

Certainly all the information on this very worthy Norman who married into the family
of the Dukes of Normandy, only mention that he had a daughter, Margaret, and NOT the
two sons, Osbert Probus & Ralph Pratellis, that ABP contended he had. Unfortunately
ABP left no sources fcr this belief of his.

Incidentally, Eudo married into the De Clare family, members of whom were heavily
implicated in the murder of King William Rufus in 1100 in the New Forest not far
from here (see pages 28/29 in the 3" edition of my Prowse Family History book).

It should be noted that even without Eudo's ancestry. we can still trace ourselves back to
Rollo the Northman. the 1" Duke of Normandy. and even to Charlemagne. through
several other descents. including our early De Cailly/De Preaux ancestry, and through a
later Prowse marriage between John Prowse to Agnes Bamfield in or around 1406.

It is through this marriage of John Prowse to Agnes Bamfield (or Bampfield) that we are
also linked to the Gilbzrt & Raleigh families — Sir Humphrey Gilbert (who founded
the colony of Newfoundland in 1583) being an descendant of Agnes Bamfield Prowse —
and Sir Humphrey Gilbert's half-brother was Sir Walter Raleigh, captain of Queen
Elizabeth 1's Guard & colonizer of Virginia.
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— Eudo de Preaux, reputed (but
now mostly disputed!) ancestor
"..‘) of our de Preaux family died at
' the Castle of Preaux, near Rouen,
! in Normandy, in 1120.

".

He was the son of Hubert the
Rie, guardian of the young

Eudo, although in possession of
Preaux Castle, did not inherit it &
there does not appear to be any
- ; link to our Preaux line anywhere
. that Eudo is mentioned, merely
- his possession of Preaux Castle.

EUDO de PREAUX married ROHAISE de CLARE,
descended from the Dukes of NORMANDY and ROLLO the
NORTHMAN, Ist Duke of Normandy. Members of the de
Clare family were heavily implicated in the murder of King
William Rufus in the New Forest in 1100.

Eudo & Rohaise’s daughter, MARGARET, married into the
powerful DE MANDEVILLE family.

ABP (Arthur Bancks Prowse) asserts that EUDO also had 2
sons, OSBERT PROBUS & RALPH PRATELLIS, although
he left no sources for this information.

However, we can also trace our ancestry back to ROLLO, &
also to CHARLEMAGNE, through the marriage of JOHN
PROWSE of Chagford, born about 1377, to AGNES
BAMFIELD, so these lines are not entirely lost to us!
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As to our Norman ancestry. further research by one of our modern day family
historians, Martin Prowse of Castle Douglas in Scotland. has unearthed some intriguing
information on our probzble Norman ancestor, one OSBERT DE CAILLY. who
somewhere in the early o mid-1100's, married HEUDEBERGE,DAME DE PREAUX,
& took the “name. arms and property of the ancient house of Preaux™.

One notable pedigree ot the deCailly family, which I received from Randy Prouse in
Oregon, USA, shows a descent from Richard 1, 3" Duke of Normandy, known as
'Richard the Fearless'.(whose grandfather was Rollo the Northman). through Richard's
son, Geoffrey, Count of Eu & Brionne. down through his son, Gilbert, Earl of
Brionne, to Osbern de Cailly. who is shown in this pedigree as the younger brother of
Richard FitzGilbert de Clare, father-in-law of Eudo de Preaux, and Baldwin de
Meules. builder of the original Gidleigh Castle._

OSBERN (who was borr before 1040 & died after 1107). had a son named William de
Cailly. & his son was arother Osbern (or Osbert) De Cailly/De Preaux (approx.1066 -
1156 ). This Osbert's father-in-law was Ingelran Plantagenet De Preaux.

This seems. on the wholg, to mesh nicely with Martin's take on our Norman roots,
although there are some inconsistencies present in this pedigree. especially in the wives'
names. Remember our vzarning about taking everything with a pinch of salt!

Also shown in this pedigree, added by myself, is a possible partial descent. hi-lited
in yellow. of the De Preaux family from BERNARD the DANE, This very early line is
still being researched.

Osbert de Cailly/De Preaux was a vassal of Richard de Vernon —& incidentally. some
three generations later, we find another link between the de Preaux and the de Vernon
families in the marriage of Peter de Preaux, the 3" Crusader. to Mary de Vernon.



Martin Prowse of Castle Douglas, Scotland,
suggests instead that:

OSBERT 11 de CAILLY is our likely Norman

ancestor

Osbert married HEUDEBERGE, Dame de

PREAUX, in the early to mid 1100’s

He took the NAME, ARMS & PROPERTY of

the ancient house of PREAUX.

POSSIBLE EARLY NORMAN DESCENDENCY/CAILLY/De PREAUX

876  Rollo the Northman, 1" Duke of Normandy
(reigned 911-927)
l
|
908 William Longsword, 2* Duke of Normandy
(reigned 927943)

|
940 Richard the Fearless, 3" Duke of Normandy
(reigned 943-996)
(m. Gunnar de Crepon de Denmark)

|

971 Geoffrey, Coant of Eu & Brionne
(b. about 953, d. about 1015)
(m. la Comtesse d'Eu et Brionne, b.abt 960)

1003 Gilbert Crispin, Earl de Brionne, (1000-1040)
(Count of Eu & Brionne, b.abt 000, d. 1040)
(m. Arlotta/Herleva of Falaise, b.1003)
|
1

r

Bernard the Dane
(Govemor/Regent of Normandy

in 912. Companion of Rollo)

(m. Sprote, princess of Bourgogne)
Torf le Riche, (born c. 910)
(Baron of Tourville)

(m. Ertemberge of Briquebec)
(William the Conqueror’s govemor
during his minority)

TurquetilTurold

(960 — 1020's, although one source
says bomn c. 940)

2 son of Torf

Onfroi de Vieilles - (from Harcourt
(called De Harcourt) Pedigree)
. 978

Roger de Beaumont (le Barbu)
(from Beaumont Pedigree)

20sbert De Preaus

1034 Osbern De Cailly Richard FitzGilbert De Clare ﬂld'l. de Meules |

(b. before 1040) (b. abt. 1030, . 1090)
(d. after 1107 Chief Justice of England

daughter: Rohaise De Clare
who m. EUDO De PREAUX

1066 William /Gullaume De Cailly

Ingelran
(b. Before 1050-d. 1067 777) De Preaux

(m. Maude de Beaumont)

|
|
1098  Osbern (Osbert) De Preaux/De Cailly
(b. before 1066, d. after 1156)

(m. Matilda De Warenne/De Preaux (?Heudeberge)
(whose fathe- was Ingelran Plantagenct/De Preaux)

Sheriff of Devon \

built original
Gidleigh Castle
—————ep i
| |
Jean(John) Guillaume (William)
De Preaux De Preaux

1* Crusade 1" Crusade

H-“‘u'ld'h-n
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These next few slides show scenes from Preaux Castle near Rouen. in Normandy.
I'd like to acknowledge & thank both Martin & Isabel Prowse, (of Castle Douglas,
Scotland) shown here. when they visited Preaux in 1998. and my sister, Anne Cash &

her husband, Noel, (of Desborough, Northants. England) who provided me with these

photos and drawings.

Another view of the anciznt walls at the ruins of Preaux Castle
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Martin & Isobel Prowse at Preaux Castle Ruins,
NE of Rouen, in Normandy

Ancient Walls at the Ruins of Preaux Castle nr. Rouen
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Slide #19:

As you can see. not very much remains of this ancient castle today. except for some
ruined walls and tower remnants.

However, drawings done in 1863, some 148 years ago. give a much better idea of the
scope of this castle and what it might have looked like in it's hey-day, when Heudeberge
& Osbert made their home there.

(see also overleaf)
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near Rouen
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The Ruins of the Castle of Preaux in 1863
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Slide #19

Slide #20:

The castle of Preaux . near Rouen. Normandy. as it probably looked like in its original
form.

Nearby are the ruins of Beaulieu Abbey. founded by Heudeberge & Osbert's grandson,
Jean de Preaux. in 1189

<185



The Castle of Preaux, near Rouen,
as it probably looked like originally

Remains of Beaulieu Abbey, founded by Osbert &
Heudeberge’s randsoJ an de Preaux in 1189




Slide #21: Remains of Beaulieu Abbey, still retaining the impression of a fairly large abbey. but which
is now used as an agricultural barn to store farm implements.

In the church at Preaux. there are several large wall panels which were transported at
some time from Beaulieu Abbey.

Slide #22: Now. Heudeberge's ancestors, as we have already discovered. descended from
Bernard le Danois (Bernard the Dane). who. if not also related to Rollo the Northman.
the 1* Duke of Normandy. was certainly a close companion. governor and regent of
Normandy in 912, during Rollo's tenure.

Her uncles.John(Jean) and William (Guillaume) de Preaux, were standard bearers
during the first Crusade to the Holy Land in 1096-1099. It is also possible that this
William de Preaux, Hzudeberge's uncle (or perhaps his father.?Osbert) was among
the first English Prouz/Probus ancestors to settle in England. This remains to be
researched.

-20-



Beaulieu Abbey

Our Norman Ancestors

chdcbcrgc's ancestors may have descended from Bernard le Danois (Bernard
the Dane), who was possibly related to ROLLO the Northman, 1% Duke of
Normandy, via INGLERAN de PREAUX, Heudeberge's father.

Bernard was certainly Rollo's companion & governor & regent of Normandy in
912 during Rollo's tenure as Duke of Normandy.

Heudeberge’s uncles, JEAN (John) & GUILLAUME (William) de
PREAUX were standard bearers during the FIRST CRUSADE in 1096-
1099.

This William de Preaux, or more likely, his father, Osbert, was
probably the first of our Prouz ancestors to settle in England.

A “Sire de Preaux” (?Jean de Preaux) was among William the
Conqueror’s companions on his Conquest of England in 1066.




Slide #23:

Slide #24:

Certainly, a “Sire de Preaux”, whom we believe to be Heudeberge's uncle. Jean
(John) de Preaux. was shown to be among the companions who accompanied William
the Conqueror on his Conquest of England in 1066.....and his name appears on The Roll
of Battle Abbey as 'Preaus’.

The Norman Fleet. under William the Conqueror, set off from the mouth of the River
Somme in Normandy. and landed on Pevensey Beach. very close to where my sister,

Anne, and myself went to school, and only a few miles from Haszings. where on October

14, 1066, they defeated the Saxons, led by King Harold Godwisson, at the Battle of
Senlac (otherwise known as the Battle of Hastings).



. ENGLAND

The
Roll of Battle
Abbey
A.D. 1066

Our ancestor
is mentioned in
the 7" column
across, nine names
down from the
top, as “Preaus”

r The Norman Conquest

S
~

« NOTTINGHAM

i The Normans set off
from the mouth of the
River Somme on their
: Conquest of England,
g and landed on Pevensey
M Beach, close to Hastings,
where William the
fl Conqueror’s forces

the Battle of Senlac on
! October 14, 1066
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These scenes from the Battle of Senlac give an idea of the ferocity of the battle and
show the superiority of the mounted Normans against the exhausted Saxon house-carls,
who had just completed a forced march of several hundred miles from the north of
England. where they had defeated the forces of Tostig (King Harold's brother) & Harold
Hardrada at Stamfordbridge.

The Battle of Senlac, which was to be included in every listing of the decisive battles of

the world. changed the course of English history, & also that of our ancestors.................
the Norman invasion brought sweeping changes to Britain. especially in the language. in
law & order. administration & architecture of the land. English was not spoken again for
almost 300 years. except by the peasant class, & French became the language of the
land. Castles sprang up everywhere.
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