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Please note that this is a work in progress which may — or may not- remain as one book. Currently there are three .
sections, although both the first and second sections have become cumbersome:

The first section is an alphabetical (more or less) listing of Prowse/Prouse haunts (churches, memorials, graves,
ctc.) and the stories of some of our more prominent ancestors;

The second section tells the story of our heroic military ancestors and their families throughout the ages. There
is still much to be added to this section, particularly in the early history of our family (1066, Crusades, Armada,

ctc.) This section currently starts with Trafalgar;

The third section — is of family information pertaining to my grandfather's immediate ancestors and
descendants. Grandfather was Arthur Bancks Prowse, who so painstakingly gathered Prowse information from
throughout the West Country of England and beyond and cataloged it all in beautiful script in massive
Manuscript books, which have been handed down to his immediate descendants. He corresponded with several
other family historians of his era, including Judge Daniel Woodley Prowse of Newfoundland, Richard Thomas
Prowse, C.B., several of the Barrington Prowses and his uncle, Thomas Gray Skardon, among others.

Please note that there are no page numbers at present — these will be added once the work is complete. Also,
there is at present no index — this too will materialize once the work is completed. In the meantime, please refer
to this Table of Contents to find what you are looking for!
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“THEY WERE CERTAINLY NOT MY ANCESTORS!”

(comment made by Brigade Surgeon Thomas Gray Skardon of H.M. Bengal Army and younger brother of my
great grandmother, Elizabeth Skardon, wife of William Prowse, M.R.C.S. — in a letter to the Editor of the
Paignton Observer on April 28, 1910)

ANOTHER supposed ancestor who, upoa extensive research by myself & other family historians, has proved
without a doubt to certainly not be our ancestor is EUDO de PREAUX - long favored as a direct ancestor of the
Prouz/Prouse/Prowse family and certainly promoted as such worldwide by my grandfather, Arthur Bancks
Prowse, back in the late 1800's/early 1900's (and thus by myself in my Prowse Family History book of the early
1990's, since the early Prouz history was taken from ABP's notes). However, ABP did not leave any evidence as
to the source of his belief in Eudo as the father' of our family, and all the sources that we have uncovered in the
last 20 years or so only attest to Eudo having no sons, but one daughter, Margaret, who married into the
powerful de Mandeville family. So, we have not been able to verify the Norman link from Eudo de Preaux to
our earliest known Devon ancestors, Osbert Probus and Ralph Pratellis....their parentage is still being sought.

Eudo. the son of Hubert de Ric of Ryes in Normandy,(who was the guardian of the young William the
Congqueror), certainly died at the Castle of Preaux, near Rouen, in Normandy, in 1120. However, we now
believe that Eudo, although in possession of Preaux Castle in his lifetime — probably as a reward for some
service to William the Conqueror or to his son, King William Rufus - had not inherited the castle, nor was
able to pass it on to his heirs. Eudo's link to the Dukes of Normandy was through his wife, Rohaise de Clare.

It should be noted here that we can also trace our ancestry back to the 1** Duke of Normandy, Rollo the
Northman, (& even back to Charlemagre) through another later Prowse marriage — that of John Prowse of
Chagford, born about 1377, to Agnes Bamfield...and as you read on, there are other possible links to the
Norman Ruling Dynasty through the de Preaux family itself.

As to our Prouz ancestral roots, Martin Prowse of Castle Douglas in Scotland suggests instead that our likely
Norman ancestor is one OSBERT de CAILLY, who marricd HEUDEBERGE, Dame de PREAUX in the
carly to mid-1100's. One source (Channel Islands Archives) says that Osbert de Cailly “assumed the name and
arms of the house of Preaux in 1147 & that he “signed a charter of Henry, Duke of Normandy & married
Handebery, Dame de Preaux, daughter of Ingelham 11, Sire de Preaux in Normandy, and descended from
Bernard le Danois and Prince of Denmark and cousin of Rollo, Duke of Normandy™.

So, we definitely know that Osbert de Cailly took the name, arms and property of the ancient house of
Preaux in 1147. Cailly is just a couple of kilometers north of Preaux.

However this still leaves us with two or three generations to fill in from the 1066 Conquest of Normandy, in
which a “Sire de Preaux” took part, & assuming that that Prouz ancestor was at last 20 years old at the time (one
normally allows 30 years between each generation) — we thus have approx. 80 years to fill in from 1046 - 1127!

Osbert de Cailly's grandfather, Osberne de Cailly, is shown in another very interesting pedigree chart (from the
GEDCOM Report) as the younger brother of both Richard FitzGilbert de Clare (father-in-law of Eudo de

Preaux!) and of Baldwin de Meules, Sheriff of Devon who built the original Gidleigh Castle. This could be an
explanation as to how the early Prowses came into possession of Gidleigh Castle — through family associations.

This Osberne de Cailly was born around 1035 and died in 1107. The GEDCOM Report sent to me by Randy
Prouse of Oregon, USA, states that Osbern had a son called William/Guillaume de Cailly who married Maude
de Beaumont, and their son, Osbert de Cailly, “b. before 1066 (rather quick, thus suspect. taking into account
his grandfather's date of birth being given as around 1035!); “d. after 1156” and married Matilda De Warenne
De Preaux (? our Heudeberge?) whose father was Ingelran Plantagenet De Preaux, a descendant of Bernard
the Dane” - described as 'Prince of Denmark, Governor/Regent of Normandy in 912, companion of Rollo &
baptized with him in 912 at Rouen Cathedral', and as stated above, a possible ‘cousin' cf Rollo's.



CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY
GIDLEIGH, DEVON, ENGLAND

Built in the early 16" century on the site of a
previous Saxon Chapel held by a Saxon priest
named Godwin in 1066 & which is recorded at
the time of Domesday. Later, a small Norman
chapel was built & the oldest part of the present
building is the13" century south wall of the chanc-
el& that coincides with the first name on the list of
Rectors in the church. These names go back further
than most Devon churches. The wagon ceilings are
of Devon oak, plastered, but with exposed carved
bosses. The entire building is constructed in tooled
freestone granite from the Moor. The battlement
tower contains a ring of 5 bells, 4 of which date
prior to an inventory of 1553 and are amongst the
oldest in England. No longer rung as the renewal
of the bell frame is beyond the financial capacity of
the parish, they are now chimed for services. Rebuilt
in the 15" century by the Coade family when the
wonderful chancel screen was made about 1530, the
church escaped any marked damage by Cromwellian
forces in the Civil War



Dating from the early 1400's, the church was built on the remains of an earlier foundation and the church dominates
the medieval town square. The earliest recorded Rector's name dates from 1264. The church tower is over 100 feet
high and holds six bells and the elaborately plastered nave ceiling inside the church dates from 1636, for which a local
man was paid the princely sum of ten guineas for the work!

The church has a veritable treasure trove of Prowse Monuments and to the left of the pulpit stands the altar frontal
which took our Abigail Prowse seven years to embroider (from 1710-1717). Abigail Hooper Prowse, daughter of the
Bishop of Bath & Wells, was the second wife of John Prowse (1677-1710). M.P. For Somerset, who died at the age
of 34 of the smallpox whilst at Westminster “in the diligent and faithful attendance of his duties”. Abigail is described
as ““one of the most accomplished women of her time, admired for her excellent understanding, extensive knowledge
and agreeable manners and beloved for her eminent virtue and exemplary piety...”




(Taken from my Prowse Family History book, 3" Edition, page 85)

GIDLEIGH PARISH CHURCH - Holy Trinity —
Gidleigh, Devon, England:

Inside this exquisite little church, with :ts barrel roof
and beautiful screen, situated next door to the ancient
family castle, isa wooden plaque with the list of
Rectors and Patrons of the church in medieval times.
Of particular interest toour family are the early
entries starting with 20 Sept 1259, at which time a
Mr. de Leghe was rector and his patron was William
Prowse: again on 20 Sept 1276, William Prowse is
patron to the new rector, Elias de la Walle. On 10 Jan
1278, the patron to Roger de Kymanesdune. rector, is
Sir William le Pruz (last lord of Gidleigh Castle) and
again on 26 Dec 1284, Sir William is shown as patron
to a Walter Pruz. rector. Later entries record Alice de
Moels and her daughter, Alice Daumarle as patrons in
1326 to 1347, and then John Daumarle, husband of
Alice. the new Lord of Gidleigh Castle, is entered as
patron in 1368 and 1391.

(From www. geocities.com Heartland Estates. 4294 gidleigh2. html)
(compiled and written by the late C.A. Howis-Croxford, formerly
of "Trula’. Throwleigh. Devon)

Gidleigh:

“After the Reformation, the (chancel) screen had been remodeled and had originally carried a gallery. the doorway to
which remains in the North wall. The screen is a fine example of Devonian craftsmanship in what is known as fluted
perpendicular style carving, with a pair of center doors. Note the pomegranate emblem of Henry VI11's wife,
Katherine of Aragon, and all the carved uprights, no two of which are alike. It has been described as 'rustic and even
barbaric' in its execution. The icon-like base panels were redecorated in Victorian times with transfer paintings of
saints. The whole screen was repainted in 1853 to the artists own ideas, entirely altering the original colour scheme of
gold, white and green to the present predominantly gold and blue. The “new” moor grenite pulpit and lectern date
from the same year, the lovely lead-lined font, however, dates from the 15" century. its graceful wooden cover
being made in 1823. The carved moor granite altar piece was passed on from Throwleigh church during interior
alterations there. The churchyard is one of the only few in Britain bisected by a stream. A hasty moorland brook is
crossed by a small clapper bridge, and the yard is particularly pretty in spring with clouds of snowdrops. It was
probable during middle 19" century improvements to the church that the memorial stones were lifted from the
interior floor and placed on the exterier north wall. These mainly commemorate the Vogewell family who were
important landowners in the 17" century. The inscriptions were reincised and painted in red lead in 1982, traces of this
colour having been found in deep recesses of some of the letters. The coffin-shaped tombstone at the base of the
porch's east wall is considered to date from the 14™ century. It may have been removed from within the church at the
same time as the Vogel stones, but there is no record of this:; neither is it known who it commemorates, but its style
indicates someone of importance.

(Note: the Probus/Prous/le Prouz family owned Gidleigh Castle from the 1160's or 1170's to 1335)



St. John the Baptist Church
Axbridge. Somerset

ANNA PROWSE
MONUMENT in
| the Lady Chapel

{ JOHN PROWSE (circa mid-
1600's) married twice.

| first to ANNA SPEARING
(1645-1668). daughter of
William Spearing of
Axbridge and an Agnes
Prowse! Anna died without
issue.

John's 2™ marriage was to

| ANNE NEWBURGH, who

. died in 1740. Daughter of
Roger Newburgh of Berkely,

This monument was erected
in 1688, so is probably that
of John's first wife, Anna

{
‘! Spearing.
|

Note the Prouz Shield of
Arms of 3 Lions above
Anne's effigy and the
magnificent Prowse Crest of
this branch of the family
showing a demi-lion out of a
¢ ducal coronet.

MONUMENT to ANNA PROWSE, wife of JOHN PROWSE (circa mid-1600's)

The Axbridge Prowses descended from Lawrence Prowse, son of John Prous and Jone Orchard of West Challacombe
in Devon (c. 1477). The Kingston Manor, Yeovil, branch of the family (Cecil Irby and Charles Bertie Prowse of
Jutland and Somme fame) also descend through Lawrence Prowse's line. My line descends through Lawrence's older
brother, another John Prouz.

The above Anne Newburgh and John Prowse's son was the John Prowse (1677-1710) who died of smallpox in
Westminster, and their grandson was THOMAS PROWSE, the best known member of the Axbridge line, who was
one of the better known amateur architects of the 18" century, as well as a Member of Parliament for Somerset & 5
times Sheriff of Somerset. Thomas's son, GEORGE PROWSE, (1737-1767) was the last male of the line, marrying
Elizabeth Sharp, whose brother, Granville Sharp was a noted philanthropist and emancipationist/slavery abolitionist,
whose monument is in the Poet's Corner of Westminster Abbey.




Church of St. John the Baptist
AXBRIDGE, Somerset, England
(Handwritten inscriptions by ??? -

see note below) Inscription headed....
G P gentleman by right,(* if any
one were ever so)skilled in affairs and upright
besides, was born at S in
Devonshire. His family was

a renowned one, and remarkable

in the members of it who were his forefathers.
He died at A in Somersetshire.

And was buried here, in the year

of our salvation 1670.

This monument to his memory
ever sacred, was here placed & dedicated to

him as a testimony of the affectionate gratitude HNe dotd os Q '- { S M »

of his great grandson, the N . WHFEPR I e il

inheritor of his estate — J P S S N ) w)
Gentleman by right of 8
bearing arms

(The G P mentioned above is probably
George Prowse (1740-1767) great-grandson of
John Prowse of Axbridge. He married Elizabeth
Sharp, whose brother was Granville Sharp, the
slavery abolitionist, & whose monument is in the
south transcept of the Poet's Corner in
Westminster Abbey). (*comment by writer)

(William Prowse's inscription from his grand %\.&7 w
Memorial , loosely translated from Latin as:) * Z ,

“William Prowse was of

the noted Probus family
born in Simonsborough

in the County of Devon

and lived well in Axbridge
in the County of Somerset,
he died there in the

year of Our Lord 1670

at the age of 80.

Sacred to his memory

this testimonial (monument).
was erected and consecrated.'

(The above memorial in Axbridge is that of
William Prowse, who was born in 'Simons-
borough in the County of Devon 'and
lived well in Axbridge' in Somersetshire
where he died in 1670 at the age of 80)
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AXBRIDGE, continued:
Anna, the blessed, noble wife
of]__P___, gentleman perfected
by her watchfulness over herself, and whe
was the sole dearly beloved & affectionate
daughter of her father G___ Spearing, of
this town, and of U A his wife,
after she had lived a good life
here below, wished that her remarkable
virtues and exemplary good deeds
should no longer shine out in such great
contrast with those of others.

She asked but for a few
days, but she was granted many
years of virtuous happiness.

Her spotless innocence of
wide repute is the chief monument
and the best safeguard for the lasting
memory of her character.

Her body was triumphed over by
death, but she, a conqueror though
conquered, herself gave back her
triumphant soul to God.

Death but drew her from her
worthless earthly tenement
where she was held captive into

glory.

She has but gone before
She is not dead
She will risc again.

She died 1668.

(The previous inscription is probably that of ANNE SPEARING. ' wife of JOHN PROWSE of Axbridge, who
died without issue. This John Prowse married, secondly, ANNE NEWBURGH and they were the parents of
another JOHN PROWSE (b. 1677). M. P. for Somerset, who died in 1710, at the age of 34, of the .\'mallbox
whilst at Westminster “in the diligent and faithful attendance of his duties”.

John Prowse and Anne Newburgh 's second son, THOMAS PROWSE (d. 1767) at the age of 59 was “the best
known member of this family” He was one of the better known architects of the 18" cem:uy' & his portrait,
reputedly by Gainsborough, hangs in Axbridge Town Hall. An almost-identical portrait of him hangs in the
Manor House at Berkeley, Irome, Somerset. His son, GEORGE PROWSE, was the last male of this line of the

Samily.

The following pages are taken from my 3" edition of The Prowse Family History, pages 88 through 94, and show
the Axbridge Church Prowse Monument



MEMORIAL o)y
THOMAS PROWSE  {n_
AXBRIDEE , Semersek .

*No Flatery sholl sraln
Vs Monsmenk "

AXBRIDGE CHURCH PROWSE MONUMENTS
"The epitaph of Thomas Prowse is worth reading. It has been remarked that
after the setting out of his accomplishments the words "no flattery shall
stain his monument" seem slightly inappropriate!"

[ SACRED

to the memory of
THOMAS PROWSE ESQr

the only son of JOHN PROWSE and ABIGAIL his wife. He was five times Unanimously
chosen Knight of the Shire for the COUNTY of SOMERSET and discharged his Duty in
Parliament with Ability, Integrity & Honour,Though frequently solicited he could
never be prevailed on to accept of any Employment in the State; he loved his
country, & thought he could better servs it, in his private, independent station.
He was perfectly free from vanity, or Ambition; not conscious himself of those
Accomplishments & that distinguished merit, which acquired him, the Esteem of all
who knew him, or ever attentive; rather o promote the Interests & Happinefs of
others, than his own. He knew how to suffer Adversity, or to enjoy Prosperity,
with the same truly Christian Spirit; & to make the proper use of both. He was
blessed with many opportunities of doing Good, & met with uncommon Returns of
Gratitude; from those of all Ranks, who experienced his generous Friendship; and
extensive Charity;
—-9 No flattery shall stain his Monument but it be unpardonable, to lay down in silence,

one, who was an Ornament & a.Blefsing, not only to his Family, but to his Country.
After a long series of ill Health and patient suffering, in sure & certain Hope of
a blefsed Resurrection, he calmly resigned his Soul into the Hands of God, on the
first of January, 1767, aged 59. Few have lived so greatly beloved & died, so
universally lamented. He married ELIZARETH, Daughter of JOHN SHARP ESQr, of
Grafton Park, in NorthamptonShire, and by her had eight children, six of whom lie
buried near him.
ELISABETH born Octr. 30th. 1736 died Janry 21st. 1742. ELISABETH, born March 10th.
1744; died March 19th 1746. CHARLES, borr Janry 21st 1747 died June 15th 1756.
SUSAN born May 27th 1742, died Febry 17th 1758. JOHN, who inherited all his father's
virtues, soon followed his beloved sifter. He died Febry 27th 1758 in the 24th Year
of his Age. GEORGE, the only surviving son of THOMAS PROWSE, died Aug. 25th 1767
after a blameless Life of Thirty Years. He married ELISABETH Daughter of the Revd.
Dr. THOMAS SHARP Archdeacon of Northumberland, but had no Child.
ELISABETH Relict of THOMAS PROWSE, died June 18, 1780 Aged 68. Her Praife is antici-
pated by the above memorial compofed by herself to the merits of her Family. She
left this fmall fpace to be filled by her furviving Children who complying with her
defire forbear any other Tribute to the Piety and Virtue of which her Life and
Death exhibited the moft shining example.

90
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AXBRIDGE CHURCH PROWSE MONUMENTS, conmtinued:

SACRED to the Memory
of
ABIGAIL PROWSE
Widow of JOHN PROWSE Esq. and
Daughter of the Rev. D. GEORGE HOOPER
who was Bishop of this Diocese

She was one of the most Accomplished
Women of her time, admired for her excellent
Understanding, extensive Knowledge and
agreeable manners, and beloved for her
eminent Virtue and exemplary Piety, the early
Part of her Life was dedicated to the care and
Education of her Son, and she lived to see
the happy Effects of that Care in him

and in his Children

She died on the 15th of Novexber, 1763 in
the 80th Year of her Age.

To the Memory
-of MARY TRATHAN, who lived above
Forty Years a faithful Servant in the
Family of THOMAS PROWSE Esq
She had the care of Mr. JOHN PROWSE
in his Infancy, and by her own desire
is buried near Him.
She died the 20th day cf March
1776 in the 74th Year
of her Age.

89

Monument of JOHN PROWSE, d. April 4, 1710, age 34 years

In Hope of a Blessed
Resurrection
Here lyes the Body of JOHN PROWSE
Late of the Town of Axbridge Esq.
(His father was JOHN PROWSE Esq
Who dyed in June 1688
And lyes buried in the Parish Church
Of Comptomw Bishop)
Nephew & Heir of WILLIAM PROWSE Esq
Whose Monument is seen in this Church
And his mother was ANNE, eldest
daughter & coheiress of ROGER
NEWBOROUGH of Barkely in this county, Esq.
He had two wives, his first was MARGARET
(Daughter of WILLIAM BRAGGE of Sadbourgh
In the County of Devon Esq.)
Who died in Childbed in December 1702
And was buried at Compton Bishop
And his second was ABIGAIL (Daughter of
GEORGE, Lord Bishop of this Diocese) by whom
He had THOMAS, yet liveing his only Child
HE

Had the Honour to serve the Queen in his country
as Justice of the Peace & Colonel of the Bath Regiment
And to be unanimously Elected Knight of the Shire
For the Parliament called in the year 1708
And in the Diligent and Faithful attendance
on that service he dyed of the smallpox
At Westminster on ths fourth day of April 1710
And in the 34th year of his age, much lamented
To the Memory

Of her very affectionate

And dearly beloved Husband
ABIGAIL, his sorrowful widow & Executrix
Erected this monumenz, in the Year 1712




MEMORIAL o)y
THOMAS PROWSE  {n_
AXBRIDEE , Semersek .

*No Flatery sholl sraln
Vs Monsmenk "

AXBRIDGE CHURCH PROWSE MONUMENTS
"The epitaph of Thomas Prowse is worth reading. It has been remarked that
after the setting out of his accomplishments the words "no flattery shall
stain his monument" seem slightly inappropriate!"
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to the memory of
THOMAS PROWSE ESQr
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chosen Knight of the Shire for the COUNTY of SOMERSET and discharged his Duty in
Parliament with Ability, Integrity & Honour,Though frequently solicited he could
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He was perfectly free from vanity, or Ambition; not conscious himself of those
Accomplishments & that distinguished merit, which acquired him, the Esteem of all
who knew him, or ever attentive; rather o promote the Interests & Happinefs of
others, than his own. He knew how to suffer Adversity, or to enjoy Prosperity,
with the same truly Christian Spirit; & to make the proper use of both. He was
blessed with many opportunities of doing Good, & met with uncommon Returns of
Gratitude; from those of all Ranks, who experienced his generous Friendship; and
extensive Charity;
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one, who was an Ornament & a.Blefsing, not only to his Family, but to his Country.
After a long series of ill Health and patient suffering, in sure & certain Hope of
a blefsed Resurrection, he calmly resigned his Soul into the Hands of God, on the
first of January, 1767, aged 59. Few have lived so greatly beloved & died, so
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Grafton Park, in NorthamptonShire, and by her had eight children, six of whom lie
buried near him.
ELISABETH born Octr. 30th. 1736 died Janry 21st. 1742. ELISABETH, born March 10th.
1744; died March 19th 1746. CHARLES, borr Janry 21st 1747 died June 15th 1756.
SUSAN born May 27th 1742, died Febry 17th 1758. JOHN, who inherited all his father's
virtues, soon followed his beloved sifter. He died Febry 27th 1758 in the 24th Year
of his Age. GEORGE, the only surviving son of THOMAS PROWSE, died Aug. 25th 1767
after a blameless Life of Thirty Years. He married ELISABETH Daughter of the Revd.
Dr. THOMAS SHARP Archdeacon of Northumberland, but had no Child.
ELISABETH Relict of THOMAS PROWSE, died June 18, 1780 Aged 68. Her Praife is antici-
pated by the above memorial compofed by herself to the merits of her Family. She
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defire forbear any other Tribute to the Piety and Virtue of which her Life and
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THOMAS PROWSE

died January 1%, 1767, aged 59 years,
according to his Monument in Axbridge
Church, so therefore born in 1708,
although the Public Information Office in
the House of Commons, London, 1754-
1790 records, state he was born in 1707,
What are the chances he was born on
January 1, 1707?! I think it safer to go
with 1708!

THOMAS was the only son of JOHN
PROWSE. M.P., for Somerset, by his
wife, ABIGAIL, daughter of the Right
Reverend George Hooper, bishop of Bath
& Wells.

He married ELIZABETH., daughter of
John Sharpe of Grafton Park, Northants,
on the 1 March, 1731.

Member of Parliament for Somerset, 5
times Sheriff of Somerset and the
Recorder for the Borough of Axbridge.

THOMAS PROWSE was one of the
better amateur architects of the 18"
century & a colleague of several famous
18" century architects. Among the houses
he designed were Hagley Hall in
Worcestershire, and Hatch Court in Hatch
Beauchamp, near Taunton, and he also
rebuilt Berkely Church which has been
described as the “finest Georgian church
in Somerset” (Pevsner)..... (see next page
for a fuller account of Thomas Prowse)

The two portraits of THOMAS PROWSE
shown here are identical except for one
slight difference - the lower portrait from
Berkley House in Frome, Somerset,
shows Thomas holding an architectural
compass and square — whereas the top
portrait, from the Committee Room of
the Axbridge Town Hall, has only a
lawbook open in front of him.

The portraits are reputedly by
GAINSBOROUGH, or perhaps by his
nephew or one of his students, according
to Mr. Jarmany. Axbridge Town Clerk




Thomas Prowse, gentleman architect
Taken from an article in the Prowse Family Newsletter, Spring 1995, by Margaret Jordan, (author of 'The story
of Compton Bishop and Cross'). The Prowse Family Newsletter was edited by Roger and Mary Prowse, Roger
being my first cousin & only son of David C. Prowse, older brother of my father, Arthur Skardon 'Keith' Prowse.
both of whom were sons of ABP — Arthur Bancks Prowse.

Thomas PROWSE (1701-1767) (vet another date of birth! See note at top of previous page) was
descended from a noble line of this west country family who were proud to trace their ancestors back to the
Norman Conquest. Thomas Prowse was brought up by his mother Abigail after his father died of smallpox when
Thomas was only three years old. Abigail was said to be onc of the most accomplished women of her time and
“beloved for her agreeable manners and eminent piety”. She dedicated the early part of her life to the care and
education of her son. In this she was helped and influenced by her father, George Hooper the Bishop of Bath
and Wells. Bishop Hooper provided Thomas with a tutor Elias Rebotier, a French Protestant who had escaped to
England in 1701 to avoid being persecuted for his faith.

In 1731, Thomas Prowse married Elizabeth Sharp of Northamptonshire and for the next nine years they
lived at Compton House in Axbridge which was at that time part of the parish of Compton Bishop. They had
cight children although only three were to survive to adulthood. As lord of the manor of Compton Bishop (a title
that had been passed down the family from William Prowse of Axbridge, who died in 1670) Thomas Prowse
managed his estate with the help of a bailiff whilst he himself continue to study the law and act as a Justice of
the Peace.

In 1840 Thomas Prowse became the Member of Parliament for Somerset. He was a popular member of
the House described by Horace Walpole as the most “knowing and moderate of Tories™. In 1761 his name was
put forward for Speaker of the House, a nomination that would have been “unanimously and honourably
chosen”. Failing health led Thomas to decline.

When and how Thomas Prowse became interested in architecture is uncertain but it may be that he was
influenced by the work undertaken by his mother at Berkley House, near Frome, in Somerset. When Thomas
married, his mother ceased to be the mistress of the Axbridge home and using her considerable fortune she
decided to retire to Berkley. This estate had come into Prowse hands when Thomas' grandfather married
Elizabeth Newborough. In 1730 Abigail commissioned Nathaniel Ireson to demolish the old house on the 600
acre estate whilst she herself oversaw much of the work and kept a CAREFUL check on the expenditure.
Behind the house is “the finest Georgian church in Somerset” (Pevsner) which was almost certainly paid for by
Abigail. The architect was her son, Thomas Prowse.

Thomas Prowse's skill as an architect is well demonstrated. His help and advice was often sought by his
friend Sanderson Miller (squire of Radway in Worcestershire and also a gentleman architect). Prowse and Miller
worked together on the designs for Hagley Hall in Worcestershire — a large Palladian style house set on spacious
lawns which was built for the first Lord Lyttleton between 1754-60.

Hatch Court, Hatch Beauchamp, near Taunton, was built for the Collins family. The architect was
Thomas Prowse. His name and the date 1775 are worked into one of the lead rainwater heads at the side of the
building. Many of the design features of Hagley Hall are reflected on this modest Manor House and the
enlargement of the Kimberley Hall, Norfolk, for Sir Armine Wodehouse (1754) employ the use of similar
“pepper pot” roofs on the four corner towers.

Shire Hall in Warwick is another building in which Sanderson Miller sought the advice of his friend
Thomas Prowse. Described by Nickolas Pevsner as a “remarkable job™, the inside of the building is dominated
by one room 93 x 35 which is stone faced with pilasters and columns and a garland frieze.

Thomas altered his own house in Wicken, Northamptonshire (this estate had come to Prowse on his
marriage to Elizabeth Sharp). He also rebuilt Wicken Church with “its delicious fan vaulting ceiling”. (Pevsner).
It is sad that Thomas Prowse's “just Palladian hand” did not fall to altering Compton House. The health
problems he was clearly experiencing by the 1760's may have curtailed his achicvements and denied Axbridge a

grand Palladian style house.
Margaret Jordan



From information sent to me by Mrs. Polly Blakeney Edwards of Compton House, Axbridge, the current owner
of this house that previously belonged to the Prowse family, was the following excerpt regarding THOMAS
PROWSE. source unknown, however it details his Parliamentary career:

PROWSE, Thomas (1707-67), of Compton Bishop, Som.

SOMERSET 26 Nov. 1740-1 Jan. 1767
b. 1707. 0.s. of John Prowse, M.P. For Somerset, by his 2™ w. Abigail, da. of Rt. Rev. George Hooper, bp. of Bath

and Wells. m. 1 Mar. 1731, Elizabeth, da. of John Sharpe of Grafton Park, Northants., 3s 5da. Suc. fa. 4 Apr. 1710,

Prowse's five elections for Somerset were all unopposed. He soon made his mark in the House, and Horace
Walpole in 1766 described him as 'the most knowing and the most moderate of the Tories'. In his carlier Parliaments Prowse
spoke fairly often; in that of 1754-61 rarely: 29 Mar. 1756, against a motion for Hanoverian troops: 25 Apr. 1757, over
Minorca: and twice on minor matters. Newcastle in his list of 'speakers or efficient men', 30 May 1757, included him in
Pitt's group.

When on Pitt's resignation in October 1761 George Grenville, Speaker designate, became leader of the House,
Prowse proved the most popular candidate for the Chair. Newecastle at first thought that ‘a Tory will not go down', but found
from letters received from his 'principal Whig friends (not courtiers) in the country...that Mr. Prowse will go down very well
with them, and indeed better than anybody. This... shows how unanimously and honourably Mr. Prowse will be chose'.
Nomination to the Chair was therefore offered to him by Grenville, but was refused, not from 'a fear of impairing my health,
but being already in such a condition as would make it impossible for me to go through the common and necessary business
of the House for one month' (“on account of a distemper', wrote Newcastle to Bedford, 20 Oct., ‘which does not permit him
to sit long in a chair at a time'.)

With regard to the peace preliminaries Newcastle, in his list of 13 Nov, 1762, classed Prowrse as 'doubtful’; when
the House met, 25 Nov., H. B. Legge, a friend of Prowse, described him as 'in suspense what to do'; but early in December
Fox classed him as favourable to the preliminaries. He did not vote against them. Toward the end of March 1763 Edward
Gibbon met him in Paris, 'in his way to Tours, to which place he was going, with all his family, for his health' - 'he is a very
agreeable sensible man but a strange being in France'. Prowse was absent from the divisions on Wilkes and general
warrants; but his sympathies were with the Opposition. He wrote to Legge, 8 Mar. 1764:

It would seem by my last accounts from England that some people must have begun to recover their senses, for I see parties
balancing. It is a strange infatuation that for the sake of punishing one impudent worthless fellow, persons that have a grain of
understanding or honesty left should be Cesirous of throwing down all the fences of their liberties, which the wisdom and

courage of their ancestors had provided.
And Robert Hugent to Grenville, from Bath, 20 Oct. 1764:

Prowse is here, not at all well, and lives very much retired. T have heard some things of him which I do not entirely like,
although they are only symptomatic.

Rockingham, writing to Newcastle, 3 Jan. 1765, about the need 'to meet frequently and concert plans of operations',
included Prowse among those whom it would be most desirable to have at such meetings; and in June, considering his
future Government, described him as 'a very proper man to be got'. Prowse was offered the office of cofferer but declined.
In September 1766 Chatham offered him the Post Office, and he again declined; and in Rockingham's list, compiled in
November 1766, was marked as ‘absent’. He was a very sick man. Only two speeches by him on minor matters are
recorded, early in 1762, and none later; and not a single vote in this Parliament. He died 1 Jan. 1767.

Prowse 'was a country gentleman with a practical interest in Architecture'. He assisted Sanderson Miller in his
architectural designs for Hagley Hall, Worcestershire, and for the Shire Hall at Warwick. His own executed designs included
Hatch Court, Somerset, alterations to Kimberly Hall, Norfolk, for Sir Armine Wodehouse, and Wicken church,

Northamptonshire.

In another excerpt found among the papers Pslly Blakeney Edwards sent — again source unknown, except that they refer to
a place called Toddington - is this discussion on the condition of roads in that area, some described as 'dirty, and extremely
troublesome 1o travellers in wintertime': This comment then follows: "Thomas Prowse told the members of the House of
Commons that it would cost no more to make the roads navigable than it would to make them fit for carriages'.



THOMAS PROWSE

(extract from George Hopper, Bdward William Marshall,
Dorset Publishing Company, 1976) .

PP.186-73
We have only a few references to the early 1life of Hooper's
grandson, Thomas Prowse. For instance, on 31 December 1709
Hooper wrote to Lady Coventry reporting that the boy was
33 thriving. We mowthat from time to,time Claver Morris attended 34
him medically. He was sent to Sherbdorne School. in 1788 1722
Hooper reported to Weymouth's chaplain at Longleat that the
boy's great ambition in his education was to make himself as
fit as he could for the patronage of"a neighbour so great."
In 1731, four years after his grandgather&s death, he married
Elizabeth Sharp, granddaughter of Hooper's former colleague,
John Sharp, Archbishop of York. For the next nine years he
1ived at Axbridge, studying law and giving his time to work in
the neighbourhood as J.P, In 1740 he was elected wighout
opposition to parliament as M.P. for Somerset, like his father.
We are told that he had several offers of government office
but refused them all., Likewise he seems to have been amongst
those whom Frederick rrince of Wales approached for political
shpport, but he again refused. In 1758 he lost two of his
survivin% echildren, which was a great tragedy for him, Two
ate

years later he served in the Somerset tia as major of the
Eastern Battalion and spent ten months at Bideford guarding

1,600 French priscners of war., After a perlod of 1ll health ’
he was apparently approached again in 29886 1765 to join the
administration, possibly as chancellor of the exchequer in the
hope that with him William pitt would be persuaded back into
office, but to no avall, After refusing further offers in 1766
his health declined still further; he died on his way to Francd

27 onl January 1767. He 1s said to have been a man of great
Integrity, without ambitions for power, a man interested in
bettering the lot of the poo®. " In fact he was a man whom George
Hooper would have been glad to own as his grandson.
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JOHN PROWSE (faher of Thomas) George Hopper, Wm.Marshall

p.156 Similarly in the county where there was always a

Tory refdlt at this time there is little indicatlon that
Hooper used any patronage.

He probably felt little necessity to add his weight
to the predoimantly Tory atmosphere of the diocese. It 1is

true that thw marriage of his daughter, Abi ail, to John
Prowse in 1707 put Ego bishop in immediate ocontact with

notes

county politics. Soon ofter the marriage Lord Weymoukh,
Hooper's friend of earlier days, and Lord Poulett who
usually oppossd Weymouth's interests, degided to unite to
make Prowse one of the M.P.s for the county. Prowse
unfortunately died three years later and Hooper lost his

family contact with the political life of Somerset.....
144

3 143 Frowse 29 (Poulett was a firm supporter of Hgrley

Weymouth had hi T
144 Prowse 29 G0 LRy emps i)

Georss Hooper's family

Abigall, 4th child - b.1683/84 pnly one to rcach maturity,
although Hooper had nine children.

p.185

186

Married John Frowse 1707 when she was 23 - J, died 1710
leaving only son, Thomas. "After this she devhbded her
time between the palace at Wells and the Prowse residence
at Berkeley, where her garonta often joined her for
refreshment and peace. (she died aged 80)

John Prowse, as well as being M.,P. for the county
was also a J.P, and colonel of the Bath regiment.
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